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SUBJ: STATISTICS ON POLITICAL VIOLENCE 

1. THE WORD "UPSURGE" HAS CREPT INTO EMBASSY REPORTING IN RECENT 
MONTHS IN DESCRIBING CURRENT LEVEL OF POLITICAL VIOLENCE AS 
COMPARED WITH PERIOD OF 12 TO 18 MONTHS AGO, AND THE WORD HAS 
BEEN PICKEQD UP IN DEPARTMENT SUMMARY OF HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION 
WHICH WILL SHORTLY BE SENT TO CONGRESS. WHILE SHARP INCREASES 
AND DECREASES FROM ONE MONTH TO ANOTHER HAVE OCCURRED, AND 
THERE HAS ALSO BEEN SLIGHT OVERALL INCREASE, EMBASSY IS SOMEWHAT 
CONCERNED THAT RECURRING REPERENCES TO AN UPSURGE IN VIOLENCE 
MAY GIVE IMPRESSION THAT SITUATION IS WORSE THAN IT IS. 

2. AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, EMBASSY POR SOME YEARS HAS SUBMITTED 
A MONTHLY REPORT ON NUMBER OP INCIDENTS OP POLITICAL VIOLENCE. 

EACH PERSON KILLED OR WOUNDED IN A POLITICALLY MOTIVATED ENCOUN- 
TER, EACH PERSON KIDNAPPED, AND EACH POLITICAL BOMBING CONSTI- 
TUTE A SINGLE "INCIDENT" FOR PURPOSES OP OUR STATISTICAL COUNT. 

AS REPORTS ARE BASED PRIMARILY ON OPTEN UNRELIABLE NEWSPAPER 
ACCOUNTS, AND AS IT IS OFTEN DIPPICULT TO DISTINGUISH A POLI- 
TICALLY MOTIVATED KILLING PROM ONE THAT IS NOT, WE HOLD NO 
BRIEF FOR THE PRECISION OF THE STATISTICS. HOWEVER, WE BELIEVE 
THEY DO PROVIDE A ROUGH YARDSTICK OP TRENDS IN THE LEVEL OP 
POLITICAL VIOLENCE. 
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3. POLLOWING IS AVERAGE NUMBER OP INCIDENTS PER MONTH IN EACH 
OP THE LAST SIX YEARS, PLUS THE MONTHLY AVERAGE POR THE LAST 
SIX MONTHS: 

JULY 1970 - JUNE 1971: 82.1 INCIDENTS 
JULY 1971 - JUNE 1972: 80.3 
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JULY 1972 - JUNE 1973: 61.0 
JULY 1973 - JUNE 1974: 57.2 
JULY 1974 - JUNE 1975: 36.7 
JULY 1975 - JUNE 1976: 22.4 
JULY 1976 - DECEMBER 1976: 26.7 

4. HIGHEST NUMBER OF INCIDENTS IN ANY MONTH DURING THIS PERIOD 
OCCURRED IN MAY 1971, WHEN OUR COUNT WAS 184 INCLUDING 104 
KILLINGS. AVERAGE FOR JULY - DECEMBER 1976 WAS 27, INCLUDING 
AVERAGE OF 16 KILLINGS. THIS FIGURE IS UP SLIGHTLY FROM 
1975-76 BUT THE INCREASE IS SO SLIGHT THAT IT IS PROBABLY WLl.L 
WITHIN OUR MARGIN OF ERROR. IN ANY EVENT, GUATEMALA IS A LONG 
WAY AWAY FROM THE LEVEL OF VIOLENCE OF THE ARANA ADMINISTRATION. 
THERE MAY VERY WELL BE SOME FURTHER INCREASE AS CAMPAIGN FOR 
1978 ELECTIONS MOVES INTO HIGH GEAR, BUT IT IS CLEARLY TOO 
EARLY TO TALK ABOUT ANY SIGNIFICANT "UPSURGE''. 
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